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UG Honours:
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Terms
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Modern European Literature, Women’s Writing, Gender Studies

Research:

Ph.D Title: Feminist Re-tellings of Draupadi’s Narrative: Departures from the Epic and Challenges to the Dominant Discourse

Ph.D Abstract:

The present research aims to conduct a study of a list of chosen modern Indian texts with a view to unravel the politics of the re-telling of Draupadi’s narrative as undertaken by the different authors within a comparative frame of reference vis-à-vis the Mahabharata and to locate the departures from the epic and the challenges to the dominant discourse which in this case is determined by the upper caste Brahminical, Kshatriya and the patriarchal codes. The function performed by these re-tellings is to initiate departures from the parent narrative in their characterisation of Draupadi and the reconfiguration of the important episodes of the ancient story, primarily as they relate to her. Although these texts are generically different and belong to varied linguistic registers (the English translations have been consulted), what unites them for the overarching aim of this research is their preoccupation with the objective of re-telling the epic story from the woman’s point of view i.e. Draupadi’s view which entails the avowal and the incorporation of a distinctively feminist perspective. The objective is to both look for the distinctiveness of each re-telling and to point out the overarching similarities in terms of themes, ideas, dominant concerns, narrative techniques, and stylistic innovations. Questions which are dominant within the epic such as dharma, feudal war, kingship, revenge, wifely duty, manhood, Kshatriya duty, caste status, woman’s role etc have been subjected to a significant revision as the focus and the onus of narration shifts to Draupadi. The study reveals the way in which the epic story stands altered, revised and radically transformed when narrated from a perspective that is different from that of the original. The purpose is to point out the shifts in meaning and in the established opinion that is enabled by these re-tellings. The righteousness of the Pandavas, the justness of the war, the divinity of Krishna, the villainy of Karna are all subjected to a radical revision in these re-tellings and what emerges is a parallel narrative of Draupadi’s life that both draws upon and departs from the epic narrative. 
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